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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Effective classroom assessment serves a number of purposes. It provides information about students’ learning to the
teacher, the student, parents and administrators. It can provide guidance and focus to students’ work. And it can help
teachers reflect upon and refine their teaching. This course presents an overview of assessment theory along with
practical methods for using assessment to guide and evaluate student work and reflect on teaching practice. Topics
include: designing a system for grading and reporting student learning to students, parents and administrators; linking
standards, assessment and instruction; using assessment to assist in planning, feedback and management; creating and
interpreting assessments in the form of tests, performances, rich products, self-report and portfolios; and understanding
published tests of achievement and aptitude.

REQUIREMENTS
Final student evaluation will be based upon class participation, a mid-term and a final portfolio. Weekly assignments will be
used to assess student understanding and inform lecture and classroom activities. They will include responses to readings

and student efforts at creating, evaluating and reflecting upon various forms of assessment. The final portfolio will consist
largely of revised versions of a selection of these assignments.
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